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February 2, 1951 
Dear Johns 
The sun shines bright on the groungoh (grounhog, i f you 
l i k e ) , a string of Daddy's s h i r t s , and the f o r t y - f i r s t page of 
Dear Juan* I t i s the f i r s t we've seen of the sun i n f i v e days and 
both Chipper and I are happy. He and I had been going to Weaver's 
three or four times daily to get Jolson who couldn't be persuaded 
that not only T4r. Weaver but p r a c t i c a l l y everj'thing else was against 
him. Now, at l a s t , both of them are comparatively at ease i n the 
house. 
The enclosed bank b a l a n i t i s good. How do you do i t ? I t 
covers your college b i l l s for the rest of the year and when, i f ever, 
we pay back the money we've borrowed from i t you w i l l be able to buy 
a necktie or something. We had trouble of a l l kindsj^n connection 
with buying handkerchiefs for you. But today ( f o r sure) addy i s 
going to get them. 
Did you l i k e the job I did on your scholarship? I t hurt 
Toj pride a good deal to get so sp e c i f i c about our f i n a n c i a l short 
comings . But you have never jibbed at the hurdles and I must t r y 
to be equally r e a l i s t i c . Daddy thinks that he i s doing Ifarvard a 
service by sending his son to i t . And while I don't f e e l quite as 
strongly as that, I don't much enjoy proving my poverty. The fact 
that I have adndtted i t and received two of Aunt Bess's kimonos i s 
j u s t about as f a r as I care to pursue the subject i n any one year. 
At l e a s t i t increases ny determination to write a decent novel and 
thumb n̂ r nose at a l l t h i s New England f r u g a l i t y . So, I hope the 
statement I made was s u f f i c i e n t l y convincing* 
By now the examinations are finished and we are eagerly 
awaiting news of them and other things. % r r y Nelson and Ifery Ann 
Schmehl send g r e e t i n g Grandpa gets up at the service on Sunday to 
make a public confession of her Lutheranism. (That makes me f e e l 
a l i t t l e peculiar too.) I never have been able to f e e l whether i t 
was better to have her j o i n the church at her age or go on as before. 
" E l s i e " i s due with the mail. So long. Sight weeks to 
P. S. Are you and K i t going to be the proof readers on Dear j[ugg? 
The typing promises to be pretty bad. 
